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*^*  A  few  copies  of  this  Sermon  have  been  printed,  for  the  use  of 
the  relatives  and  their  immediate  friends  only. 


S  E  R  M  O 


While  engaged  in  writing  this  Sermon  with  reference  to  the 
character  and  memory  of  the  young  person  named  in  it,  I  received 
the  intelligence  of  her  mother's  death. 

My  first  intention  with  respect  to  the  Sermon  then  was,  to  lay  it 
aside,  and  to  preach  with  reference  to  the  last  event,  so  unexpected 
and  calamitous  to  many  of  my  congregation  and  their  friends. 

But  I  chose  finally  to  proceed  with  the  Discourse,  and  refer  to  the 
events  just  mentioned  in  the  order  in  which  they  occurred.  I  had 
originally  chosen  for  my  text, 

RUTH   I.  16. 

AND  RUTH  SAID,  ENTREAT  ME  NOT  TO  LEAVE  THEE,  OR  TO  RETURN 
FROM  FOLLOWING  AFTER  THEE:  FOR  WHITHER  THOU  GOEST  I  WILL 
GO,  AND  WHERE  THOU  LODGEST  I  WILL  LODGE;  THY  PEOPLE  SHALL 
BE  MY  PEOPLE,  AND  THY  GOD  MY  GOD. 

I  added,  before  the  Sermon  was  finished,  a  part  of  the  next  verse, 

WHERE  THOU  DIEST,  I  WILL  DIE,  AND  THERE  WILL  I  BE  BURIED. 


In  the  days  when  the  Judges  ruled  in  Israel,  a 
man  of  Bethlehem  Judah  fled  from  a  famine  into 
Moab,  with  his  wife  and  two  sons.  The  sons  took 
wives  of  the  Moabitish  people,  who  were  idolaters. 
The  father  and  the  two  sons  died  ;  so  that  the 
mother  and  her  daughters-in-law  were  left  desolate 


together.  The  mother  exhorted  them  not  to  remain 
with  her  at  the  sacrifice  of  their^^own  advantage, 
but,  "  Go,"  she  said,  "  return  each  to  her  mother's 
house  ;  the  Lord  deal  kindly  with  you,  as  ye  have 
dealt  with  the  dead,  and  with  me."  But  they 
seem  each  of  them  to  have  loved  their  mother- 
in-law,  and  they  said,  "  Surely  we  will  return  with 
thee  unto  thy  people."  But  the  disinterested  kins- 
woman sought  to  persuade  them  that  it  would  be 
for  their  interest  to  dwell  amongst  their  own  people, 
in  Moab,  rather  than  go  with  her  into  a  land  of 
strangers.  "  And  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and 
wept  again ;  and  Orpah  kissed  her  mother-in-law," 
— that  is,  bid  her  farewell — "but  Ruth  clave  unto 
her.  And  the  mother-in-law  said.  Behold,  thy 
sister  is  gone  back  unto  her  people,  and  unto  her 
gods  :  return  thou  after  thy  sister-in-law.  And 
Ruth  said,  Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to 
return  from  following  after  thee,  for  whither  thou 
goest  I  will  go,  and  where  thou  lodgest  I  will 
lodge  ;  thy  people  shall  be  my  people,  and  thy 
God  my  God." 

It  was  perhaps  a  trial  to  this  parent  that  her 
daughters,  in  returning  to  their  own  people,  would 
return  into  idolatry.  But  she  may  have  felt  that  as 
they  were  of  age,  they  must  be  so  far  left  to  their 
own  religious  opinions  as  not  to  be  constrained, 
by  her,  to  do  that  which  would  apparently  be  for 
their   worldly   disadvantage.      She    had    no    legal 


responsibility  nor  authoritj  with  regard  to  them  ; 
and  therefore  acted,  as  we  may  suppose,  on  the 
broad  ground  of  toleration,  and  gave  them  her 
opinion  and  advice  as  to  their  temporal  interest. 
Some  may  say,  '  It  was  her  duty  to  carry  them 
back  with  her,  and  incur  the  risk  of  their  temporal 
disadvantage,  rather  than  permit  them  to  relapse 
into  idolatry.'  How  far  would  this  have  been  doing 
evil  that  good  might  come  ?  To  what  extent  should 
she,  for  the  sake  of  their  religious  advantage,  per- 
suade them  to  leave  their  own  mothers  and  go  with 
her  into  a  strange  land  ?  It  is  true  that  religion 
and  salvation  are  worth  any  sacrifice  ;  and  if  these 
daughters  had,  both  of  them,  preferred  affliction 
with  the  people  of  God,  to  the  comforts  of  home  in 
idolatry,  they  would  have  chosen  wisely.  But  the 
mother-in-law  was  unwilling  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  carrying  them  from  their  homes  against 
their  will,  and  persuading  them  to  become  aliens  for 
life.  Consider  what  Christ  did  on  a  certain  occasion. 
When  a  man  said  to  him,  "  Master,  I  will  follow 
thee  whithersoever  thou  goest,"  Jesus  said  unto 
him,  "  Foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air 
have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to 
lay  his  head."  Why,  some  may  ask,  did  not  the 
Saviour  say,  '  Follow  me  ;  and  suffer  the  loss  of  all 
things,  and  spend  life  in  privation  and  hardship?' 
He  knew,  indeed,  what  was  in  the  man ; — but  may 
we  not  also  say.   He    would  not  be  responsible  for 
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what  a  follower  of  his  might  suffer  who  followed 
him  against  his  will.  He  chose  to  set  the  case 
fairly  before  him,  and  did  not  answer  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  a  certain  good,  even  though  it  were  the 
greatest  good,  is  always  to  be  directly  attempted 
under  any  circumstances  whatever,  and  at  any 
hazard.  It  should  be  added,  however,  that  the 
Scripture  history  is  not  decisive  as  to  the  motives 
and  feelings  of  the  parent  referred  to  in  our  text. 

When  Orpah  bade  her  mother-in-law  farewell, 
the  parent  turned  to  Ruth,  and  perhaps  for  the 
sake  of  testing  her  principles,  and  with  an  appear- 
ance of  sadness,  said  to  her,  "  Behold,  thy  sister  is 
gone  back  unto  her  people,  and  unto  her  gods  ; 
return  thou  after  thy  sister."  Then  came  the  noble 
declaration  of  personal  friendship  and  of  religious 
decision  recorded  in  our  text :  "  Entreat  me  not  to 
leave  thee,  or  to  return  from  following  after  thee  : 
for  whither  thou  goest  I  will  go,  and  where  thou 
lodgest,  I  will  lodge ;  thy  people  shall  be  my 
people,  and  thy  God  my  God."  The  consequence 
was,  that  she  chose  affliction  with  the  people  of 
God.  But  God,  who  had  inclined  her  heart,  had 
great  blessings  in  store  for  her.  God  heard  in 
heaven  her  determined  choice,  and  made  her  illus- 
trious in  Israel.  She  was  afterward  one  of  those 
ancestors,  of  whom,  as  concerning  the  flesh,  Christ 
came,  w^ho  is  over  all,  God  blessed  for  ever !     She 
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was  the  mother  of  Obed,  who  was  the  father  of 
Jesse,  who  was  the  father  of  king  David.  Her 
sister  went  back  to  her  gods.  Her  name  was 
written  in  the  dust.  But  the  name  of  Ruth  lives 
on  the  sacred  page  ;  her  history  has  been  read  with 
interest  by  past  generations,  and  will  be  for  a  light 
and  an  example  so  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  shall 
endure.  All  this  is  in  consequence  of  her  religious 
decision. 

Of  the  fruits  of  God's  grace  in  human  character, 
I  know  of  none  that  commands,  and  deserves,  our 
unqualified  approbation  and  love  more  than  a  strongly 
marked  religious  decision  in  a  young  female,  blended 
with  the  appropriate  modesty  and  delicacy  of  the 
sex.  It  is  to  this  subject  that  I  invite  the  attention 
of  my  hearers  this  morning,  and  especially  of  that 
class  of  them  to  whose  sex  the  subject  of  the 
Scripture  History  before  us  belongs. 

I  shall,  in  this  Discourse,  describe  the  nature  of 
Religious  Decision  as  properly  manifested  by  young 
Christian  females,  show  its  excellence  and  beauty, 
and  urge  it  for  your  imitation. 

Religious  decision  is  a  decided  conformity  of 
feeling  and  conduct  to  religious  duty.  In  the  female 
character,  in  order  to  be  natural  and  lovely,  it  must 
appear  within  the  limits  of  that  propriety  which 
are  assigned  by  our  instinctive  feelings  to  the  female 
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sex.  When  decision  in  a  female  becomes  boldness, 
*'  the  flower  thereof  falleth,  and  the  grace  of  the 
fashion  of  it  perisheth."  To  be  decided,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  be  masculine,  nor  to  say  or  do  things 
in  a  loud,  ostentatious  manner,  but  simply  to 
have  the  feelings  and  conduct  conform  decidedly 
and  promptly  to  duty.  This  can  be  done  by  the 
most  delicate  and  sensitive  person  as  v\^ell  as  by  a 
giant.  Ruth,  in  tears  and  in  affliction,  cleaving  to 
her  mother-in-law,  and  choosing  the  people  of  God 
for  her  people,  and  God  for  her  God,  was  as  much 
an  instance  of  decision,  as  Daniel  going  steadfastly 
to  the  lion's  den.  The  small  bird  that  is  beaten 
by  the  sudden  wind  and  rain  almost  to  the  ground, 
rising  again  and  contending  with  the  elements, 
breasting  the  tempest  with  its  heart  fixed  upon  its 
unsheltered  nest  and  young,  is  as  perfect  an  instance 
of  decision,  as  an  eagle  in  his  dazzling  flight. 

I  have  said  this,  because  there  is  a  false  standard 
set  up  at  the  present  day  for  one  part  of  the  com- 
munity with  regard  to  decision.  Some  think  that 
Dehorahh  spirit  is  the  only  true  spirit  of  the  Chris- 
tian female.  If  the  God  of  battles  sees  fit,  in  a 
state  of  national  cowardice  and  degeneracy,  to  raise 
up  a  woman  to  lead  armies,  and  shame  effeminate 
men, — if  the  appearance  of  an  armed  maiden  to 
the  troops  of  France  could  inspirit  them,  it  is 
the  same  as  any  other  sign  and  wonder — whose 
power  consists  in  its  being  a  wonder.     If  we  wish 


for  safe  examples  of  decision  for  daughters  and 
sisters,  we  should  point  them  to  Ruth  ; — we  should 
pray  that,  in  all  good  respects,  they  may  be  like 
another  who  sat  at  the  Saviour's  feet ;  like  her  who 
brake  the  box  of  ointment  over  them ;  like  those 
who  lingered  at  the  cross,  but  hastened  to  the 
tomb.  Here  was  decision,  constancy,  fearlessness, 
and  deep  emotions  joined  with  modesty  and  every 
propriety.  We  cannot  but  adore  that  beautiful 
design  in  God's  wisdom,  which  made  woman,  by 
whom  transgression  came,  so  prominent  in  the 
scenes  of  Christ's  sufferings,  and  of  his  death, 
burial,  and  resurrection.  As  the  same  beautiful 
planet  is  the  evening  star  for  a  season,  and  after- 
wards becomes  the  morning  star,  now  abiding  in 
sight  of  the  sun  as  he  goes  to  rest,  then  watching 
and  heralding  his  rising,  so  was  woman  seen  at 
the  death,  and  at  the  resurrection,  of  Christ.  The 
Sun  of  Righteousness,  as  he  went  down,  threw  back 
his  light  upon  her,  and  '  early  in  the  morning  when 
it  was  yet  dark,'  she  received  His  first  beams. 
Decision  of  character  and  strongly  marked  conduct, 
therefore,  are  not  appropriate  to  men  only ;  but,  in 
fact,  appear  most  beautiful  in  contrast  with  the 
delicacy  of  the  sex  ; — as  apples  of  gold  are  thrown 
into  beautiful  prominence  by  pictures  of  the  more 
feminine  silver. 

What,    then,    is   religious  decision  as   exhibited 
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hy  that  class  of  individuals  to  whom  we  now  refer  ? 
I  answer,  It  is  a  decided  conformity  of  the  feel- 
ings and  conduct  to  religious  duty,  governed 
by  the  proprieties  of  the  female  character.  If 
we  would  know  how  it  is  manifested,  we  cannot 
learn  this  better  than  by  seeing  its  opposite  in 
contrast  with  it. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  class  of  young 
persons  alluded  to  in  this  discourse,  in  becoming 
professedly  religious,  frequently  fail  to  evince  de- 
cided piety.  The  proportion  of  them,  however, 
w^ho  are  eminently  good  and  useful,  is  full  as 
great  as  in  any  other  class,  and  perhaps  it  would 
be  safe  to  say  it  is  greater. 

But  in  every  class  of  professed  Christians,  many 
have  a  name  to  live  but  are  dead.  The  human 
heart  is  easily  susceptible  to  hope ;  and  a  hope  of 
salvation  is,  with  many,  a  fatal  opiate,  instead  of 
an  invigorating  and  cheering  cordial.  This  effect 
of  hope  in  religious  concerns  falls  in  with  the 
temptations  and  fascinations  of  the  world  in  youth, 
and  unless  there  be  decided  piety,  we  frequently 
see  what  I  shall  now  attempt  to  describe. 

I  refer  to  that  volatile,  trifling,  worldly  spirit 
to  which  the  persons,  of  whom  I  now  speak, 
have  so  many  temptations  at  their  time  of  life. 
They  are  captivated  with  the  charms  of  the  gay 
world ;  fashion  and  pleasure  are  their  chief  aim 
and   end ;    their  thoughts  are  full  of  the  shallow 
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sentiment  of  the  times ;  their  names,  it  is  true, 
are  with  the  church  of  Christ,  but  their  example 
and  influence  are  with  the  world ;  their  thoughts 
are  in  the  house  of  mirth  ;  and  prayer  and  medita- 
tion and  religious  worship,  are  in  sad  contrast  with 
the  spirit  and  temper  of  their  minds. 

They  profess  to  have  experienced  a  change  of 
heart,  and  to  have  believed  on  Christ,  and  to  have 
chosen  God  for  their  portion ;  but  one  of  their 
companions  who  becomes  anxious  for  her  soul  would 
never  think  of  asking  them^  What  must  I  do  to  be 
saved  ?  In  short,  they  seem  never  to  have  known 
the  power  of  Christian  principles  and  feelings,  but, 
with  a  name  to  live,  are  spiritually  dead. 

Now,  if  the  religion  of  the  Bible  is  not  a  dream, 
it  cannot  be  that  such  individuals  have  ever  felt 
its  power.  What  is  the  nature  and  intention  of 
repentance  ?  Is  it  permission  and  encouragement 
to  walk  after  the  flesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the 
flesh  and  of  the  mind  ?  What  is  faith  in  the 
Saviour?  Is  it  to  continue  in  sin  that  grace  may 
abound  ?  To  be  born  again,  is  to  be  renewed  in 
the  spirit  and  temper  of  our  minds,  to  have  the 
supreme  object  of  our  affections  changed,  and  to 
say,  "  Thou  art  my  portion,  O  God."  But  where 
are  these  evidences  of  piety  in  the  individuals  in 
question  ? 

We  know  from  the  nature  of  things  that  no  one 
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can  believe  and  experience  all  that  is  implied  in 
being  a  true  Christian  without  strong  emotions. 
The  coldest  temperament  feels  the  love  of  the 
Saviour  when  it  enters  the  heart ;  the  most  re- 
served and  diffident  manifest  deep  feelings,  when 
their  hearts  are  broken  for  sin.  We  know,  more- 
over, from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  from  ex- 
amples of  true  religion  in  Scripture,  that  repentance 
and  faith,  and  their  fruits,  are  not  a  temporary 
experience,  begun  and  finished  in  one  season  of 
serious  impression.  The  word  of  God  abides  in  a 
Christian's  heart  ;  it  becomes  a  well  of  water, 
springing  up  unto  everlasting  life.  The  path  of 
the  just  is  as  the  rising  light,  which  shineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.  Where  there  has 
been  a  suitable  time  for  the  manifestation  of  it,  a 
decided  change  appears  in  those  who  have  become 
Christians.  Some  say  of  certain  individuals,  'They 
are  so  amiable  that  they  would  not  be,  in  any  con- 
siderable degree,  different,  if  they  should  become 
religious.'  But  to  have  the  supreme  object  of  our 
affections  changed,  to  love  and  serve  God,  and  not 
the  world  and  self,  to  act  from  motives  drawn  from 
the  will  of  God  and  a  desire  for  his  approbation — 
all  this  is  new  to  a  regenerate  person,  let  him  have 
been  ever  so  amiable  before ; — and  can  there  be  no 
difference  in  the  feelings  and  conduct  after  such  a 
change  ? 

There  is  one  evidence  of  piety  which  Satan  and 
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a  deceitful  heart  cannot  imitate.  Many  have,  ap- 
parently, had  religious  feelings;  they  have  instructed 
others,  preached  the  gospel  acceptably  and  usefully 
to  the  church  of  Christ,  and,  at  last,  have  given 
occasion  to  believe  that  they  had  never  felt  the 
power  of  religion.  Frames  of  mind  may  deceive 
us ;  impressions  may  not  be  from  Heaven ;  hope 
may  spring  from  a  sanguine  temperament ;  self- 
denial,  and  self-torture  may  be  a  mere  pagan  or 
papal  self-righteousness ;  religious  ardor  and  zeal 
may  come  from  constitutional  warmth  of  feeling, 
and  yet  Christ  may  say  to  some  who  have  had  or 
done  these  things,   "  I  never  knew  you." 

But  there  is  one  evidence  of  piety,  which  cannot 
have  a  counterfeit ; — and  that  is,  '  If  we  keep  his 
commandments,  and  his  commandments  are  not 
grievous.'  A  hypocrite  cannot  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God,  nor  a  self-deceiver  truly  say,  O  how 
love  I  thy  law.  There  can  be  no  wrong  motive  in 
loving  God  supremely  ;  there  can  be  no  selfish  end 
or  aim  in  preferring  his  will  to  our  own.  He  that 
habitually  does  this,  and  he  alone,  has  good  reason 
to  believe  that  he  is  a  Christian. 

We  ought  to  be  admonished  by  events  which 
occur  amongst  professed  Christians,  not  to  depend 
for  the  evidence  of  our  piety,  or  that  of  others,  on 
professed  feelings  ;  but  on  the  fact  of  keeping  the 
commandments  of  God.  We  cannot  habitually 
obey  God,  without  showing  that  decided  piety,  of 
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which  I  have  spoken.  He  that  from  the  heart  fears 
God,  and  obeys  his  precepts,  is  a  child  of  God. 
Decision  in  doing  this,  is  made  to  appear  by  coun- 
teracting influences  in  our  condition,  by  temptations, 
and  by  an  inward  strength  of  principle,  conquering 
those  common  hindrances  to  consistent  conduct, 
which  too  often  prove  fatal  to  Christian  character. 
When  we  see  a  young  person,  especially,  giving 
evidence  by  decided  conduct,  that  she  has  made 
God  her  portion,  and  his  will  the  rule  of  her  life, 
overcoming  temptation  to  indolence  and  sloth,  un- 
willing to  have  the  name  of  Christian  without  the 
discipline  of  the  Christian  life,  and  giving  up  the 
world,  whose  pleasures  were  at  her  command,  to  be 
a  decided  and  devoted  follower  of  Christ,  we  cannot 
but  adore  the  grace  of  God  in  her ; — we  cannot  but 
think  of  the  character,  (and  the  promise  made  to 
it,)  which  is  commended  in  those  words  of  the 
Saviour :  "  He  that  overcometh,  the  same  shall  be 
clothed  in  white  raiment ;  and  I  will  not  blot  out 
his  name  out  of  the  book  of  life,  but  I  will  confess 
his  name  before  my  Father,  and  before  his  angels." 
Rev.  iii.  5. 

In  that  white  raiment,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
that  promised  confession,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
there  walks  this  day  in  heaven,  a  young  person, 
late  a  member  of  this  church,  who,  while  with  us, 
was  an  example  of  decision  in  religion. 
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Lucy  Pierce  Tappan  was,  as  we  trust,  made  a 
subject  of  special  religious  influence  early  in  the 
year  1838,  and  she  made  a  Christian  profession  in 
June  of  that  year,  at  the  age  of  17. 

Her  attention  was  called  to  the  subject  of  religion 
by  the  sudden  death  of  a  companion  and  friend. 
She,  with  several  other  young  persons,  was  also 
much  impressed  by  the  sudden  death  of  a  daughter 
of  a  family  in  this  congregation.  Her  conversion 
was  unusually  interesting,  from  the  ardent,  child- 
like feelings  towards  God,  her  '  heavenly  Father,' 
as  she  loved  to  express  herself,  which  gave  character 
to  her  religious  experience.  The  feeling  which 
influenced  her,  after  a  period  of  anxious  solicitude, 
to  submit  to  the  divine  mercy  in  Christ,  was,  love 
for  the  paternal  character  of  God.  I  have  seen 
her  eyes  sufl'used  with  tears  of  joy,  and  her  whole 
countenance  full  of  emotion  while  she  was  speaking 
of  God  as  her  Father.  Soon  after  her  conversion 
she  came  to  me  to  know  in  what  ways  she  could 
best  employ  herself  in  doing  good.  She  was  instru- 
mental in  forming  a  circle  of  young  persons  who 
met  statedly  for  prayer,  and,  for  some  time,  at  her 
father's  house.  She  was  humble  and  afliectionate 
in  her  intercourse  with  them,  and  they  loved  her. 
I  never  heard  more  frequent  or  more  tender  inquiries 
for  a  sick  person  than  I  have  heard  amongst  all 
classes  of  our  congregation  for  her,  in  her  last 
illness.     It  should  be  distinctly  stated,  that  when 
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she  became  religious,  there  was  not  the  least  "ap- 
pearance or  apprehension,  in  her  case,  of  sickness. 
Her  morning  was  without  a  cloud,  her  prospect 
of  life  and  happiness  bright ;  and  she  remembered 
her  Creator  in  the  dajs  of  her  jouth,  before  the 
evil  days  came,  and  the  years  drew  nigh  when 
she  said,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them.  Upon 
the  attainment  of  a  Christian  hope,  she  did  not 
sink  into  that  indifferent  state  of  feeling  which 
characterizes  the  early  part  of  many  a  professing 
Christian's  life.  She  no  doubt  manifested  her  pro- 
portion of  youthful  frailties.  But  religious  prin- 
ciples and  feelings  mainly  governed  her.  I  can 
never  forget  the  frequency,  tone  of  voice,  and  the 
manner  with  which  she  expressed  her  anxiety  for 
the  conversion  of  a  relative.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  it  was  the  burden  of  her  soul  that  this 
beloved  companion  might  love  the  Saviour.  From 
what  I  consider  an  impartial  source,  I  quote  this 
testimony  respecting  the  uniformity  of  her  Christian 
conduct :  Her  "  character  and  consistently  devoted 
religious  example,  since  she  professed  religion,  have 
been  equally  my  admiration  and  surprise  ;  for  having 
been  under  the  same  roof  with  her  since  that  day, 
I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  noticed  a  single 
trivial  deviation  from  the  sweet,  gentle  piety  which 
was  so  apparent  in  her  more  formal  intercourse  with 
the  world."  It  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  say, 
that  one  evening  when   her   father  was  absent,  she 
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obtained  leave  to  call  the  family  together,  and  read 
a  prayer,  and  this  she  did  with  such  feeling,  that 
most  of  those  who  were  present  were  not  aware, 
till  some  time  afterward,  that  she  used  a  form  of 
prayer. 

A  month  or  two  since,  knowing  that  she  was 
seriously  sick,  and  that  fears  were  entertained 
respecting  her,  I  made  an  appointment  to  call  upon 
her,  and  upon  her  entering  the  room,  I  felt  as 
though  death  had  marked  her  for  a  victim.  Not 
knowing  how  she  might  regard  the  possible  termina- 
tion of  her  illness,  which  we  feared,  I  said,  '  If  you 
could  have  your  choice,  should  you  prefer  to  live  or 
die  ?'  She  replied  with  a  smile  that  rebuked  my 
cautious  fear,  '  If  I  could  have  my  choice,  I  should 
prefer  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ.' 

She  went  with  her  parents  to  New  York,  with 
the  hope  that  certain  changes  in  medical  practice 
might  possibly  be  useful.  She  obtained  a  temporary 
relief,  the  result,  perhaps,  of  several  causes  com- 
bined, or  of  a  mere  change  in  the  treatment  of 
her  disease  ;  but  it  was  appointed  unto  her  to  die 
of  that  sickness.  The  day  before  her  faculties  of 
speech  and  connected  thought  and  attention  failed, 
I  had  the  happiness  to  see  and  converse  with  her. 
Upon  my  inquiry  as  to  her  religious  feelings,  her 
ready  answer  was,  '  The  Saviour  seems  very  near 
and  precious  to  me.'  After  prayer,  she  took  pains 
to  turn  her  head,  and  with  her  natural  sweetness  of 
3 


18 

manner,  expressed  her  thanks  for  the  service.  I 
requested  her  to  send  some  message  by  me  for  her 
young  friends,  when  1  should  take  leave  of  her  ; 
and  upon  inquiring  afterwards  for  it,  she  said,  '  Tell 
them  they  must  not  put  off  religion  till  they  are 
sick,  but  if  they  will  seek  religion  now,  it  will  be 
easy — '  and  here  the  sentence  and  the  message  was 
broken  by  evidently  increasing  weakness.  She  had 
no  fear  of  death,  was  indifferent  as  to  the  disposal 
of  her  remains,  and  till  the  close  of  life  expressed 
her  sense  of  the  adaptedness  of  a  Saviour  to  her 
wants.  She  appeared  to  know  in  whom  she  had 
believed,  and  to  be  persuaded  that  He  was  able  to 
keep  what  she  had  committed  to  him  until  that 
day. — As  a  light  wave  comes  to  the  shore,  so,  with 
a  gradual,  peaceful,  sweet  decline,  she  fell  asleep, 
and  went  as  we  trust,  where  the  weary  are  for 
ever  at  rest.  She  was  born  April  8,  1821,  and 
died  in  New  York,  August  15,  1839. 

The  motive  which  has  induced  me  to  depart  from 
my  usual  practice,  and  take  this  notice  of  the  dead, 
is,  that  the  grace  of  God  made  this  young  person,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  an  example  of  decision  in  religion ; 
and  I  cannot  but  use  the  occasion  to  impress  upon 
those  of  her  own  age  and  sex,  in  particular,  the  excel- 
lence and  the  importance  of  being  of  a  decided  and 
undivided  heart  in  religion.  It  throws  a  charm  around 
a  young   person  to  love  God  supremely,  to  love 
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Christ  with  all  the  heart,  which  is  almost  heavenly. 
It  imparts  solidity  to  the  character,  removes  a  super- 
ficial, childish  manner  of  thought  and  feeling,  gives 
dignity  and  self-respect,  supplies  food  for  profitable 
reflection,  leads  to  active  usefulness,  and  commands 
the  love  and  esteem  of  all,  for  a  young  person  to  be 
decidedly  religious.  God  says,  "  Them  that  honor 
me  I  will  honor."  "  Since  thou  hast  been  precious 
in  my  sight  thou  hast  been  honorable."  "  Godliness 
has  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well  as 
of  that  which  is  to  come."  How  much  better,  in 
every  way,  is  it  to  be  supremely  devoted  to  God, 
instead  of  being  captivated  with  the  follies  and 
vanities  of  time  and  sense,  leading  an  indifferent 
religious  life,  and  having  no  assurance  yourselves 
and  giving  no  evidence  to  others  that  Christ  is 
formed  in  you  the  hope  of  glory !  Do  you  ask. 
How  are  we  to  be  decided  in  religion  ?  I  answer, 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind, 
and  with  all  thy  strength,  and  him  only  shalt  thou 
serve.  Say  to  the  church  of  God,  and  not  to  a 
sinful,  vain  world,  "  Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee, 
or  to  return  from  following  after  thee ;  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God."  In  the 
case  before  us  we  have  an  instance  of  the  power  of 
decision  in  religion  to  disarm  death  of  his  terrors. 
Our  young  friend  loved  Christ  with  no  superficial, 
or  nominal,  or  sentimental  attachment;    but  with 
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an  intelligent,  decided  choice.  She  committed  the 
keeping  of  her  soul  to  him  in  well  doing,  and  seemed 
to  live  by  faith  upon  the  Son  of  God.  When  sick- 
ness came,  she  had  a  desire  to  depart  and  be  with 
him ;  when  death  came,  her  spontaneous  words, 
which  made  the  deepest  impression  on  my  mind, 
were,  "  The  Saviour  seems  very  near  and  precious 
to  me."  Give  us  that  experience  when  we  die, 
and  death  is  more  than  conquered.  But  to  possess 
it,  Christ  must  be  our  chosen,  unforsaken  friend  in 
life  and  health.  If  we  love  Christ  with  half  our 
hearts,  we  must  expect  to  go  much  of  the  way  into 
the  dark  valley,  without  his  presence. 

Death  !  thou  hast  indeed  for  Christians  lost  thy 
sting,  but  thou  art  still  a  frightful  enemy.  Death 
had  gone  from  the  mourning  family  with  this  child, 
and  they  had  begun  to  find  composure  and  peace ; 
but,  in  an  hour  when  they  looked  not  for  it,  he  sud- 
denly came  again  and  took  from  them  the  wife  and 
mother.  The  sickness  and  death  of  her  daughter 
had  predisposed  the  mother  to  an  attack  of  illness, 
and  on  the  thirteenth  day  after  her  daughter's  de- 
cease, and  in  the  same  house,  and  when  the  rela- 
tives at  home  were  expecting  her  return,  she  fell 
into  a  sleep,  which  proved  to  be  the  sleep  of  death. 

Did  the  departed  child  need  its  mother's  company 
in  Heaven,  a  stranger  in  that  new  home  ?  Was  its 
bliss  so  great  that  it  could  not  rest  till  its  dearest 
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earthly  friend  should  come  and  share  it  with  her  ? 
Or  did  the  God  of  all  grace  perceive  that  the  death 
of  the  sister  was  not  a  sufficient  means  to  turn  the 
hearts  of  survivors  to  him,  and  therefore  send  the 
most  powerful  inducement  which  they  could  feel, 
saying  to  them,  Seek  ye  my  face.  This  parent 
herself  said,  'It  may  be  that  God  will  take  me 
away  to  lead  all  my  children  to  seek  religion.' 
And  now,  at  a  time  when  her  thoughts  had  been 
fixed  upon  death  and  heaven  at  the  bedside  of  her 
dying  child,  and  in  as  favorable  a  time  and  man- 
ner, for  her  and  for  them,  as  could,  perhaps,  be 
chosen,  God  has  taken  her,  as  we  believe  to  himself. 
Her  glorified  spirit,  following  after  her  child, 
may  be  supposed,  as  she  joined  her  in  heaven,  to 
have  said  in  singular  coincidence  with  my  text : 
"  Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,  or  to  return  from 
following  after  thee  ;  for  whither  thou  goest  I  will 
go,  where  thou  lodgest  I  will  lodge  ;  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God  :  where 
thou  diest,  1  will  die,  and  there  will  I  be  buried." 
There  is  such  beauty  in  the  thought  of  that  mother 
and  child  in  heaven,  that  it  would  seem  as  if  God 
had  shown  a  peculiar  kindness  to  this  family  ; — so 
that  with  consolation,  they  should  seek  for  humble 
gratitude,  and  make  it  their  great  endeavor  to 
"  follow  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  in- 
herit the  promises." 
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All  who  knew  the  deceased  parent  knew  her 
distinguished  worth,  and  mourn  with  no  common 
sorrow.  Of  late,  in  particular,  those  who  knew 
her  intimately  perceived  that  she  was  advancing 
in  the  Christian  life.  As  when  a  cloud  shuts  in 
the  moon,  her  mild  and  quiet  influence  is  remem- 
bered in  its  true  light  and  value,  now  that  we  are 
sensible  that  she  is  gone.  With  all  the  alleviations 
attending  her  death,  it  is  a  heavy  loss,  and  no  words 
of  comfort  or  consolation  can  make  it  otherwise. 

But  to  the  upright  there  ariseth  light  in  dark- 
ness. If  you  can  have  no  good  hope  for  yourselves 
as  you  have  for  her,  beyond  the  grave,  you  may 
well  weep  on.  But  she  and  her  daughter  are  not 
lost ;  they  live  unto  God.  This  day,  what  do  they 
see,  and  hear,  and  enjoy  ?  Are  not  their  thoughts 
directed  hither  ?  May  we  not  suppose  that  they 
think  of  this  mourning  circle  in  this  house  of 
prayer?  If  we  might  suppose  one  thought  and 
feeling  more  than  another  to  fill  their  breasts,  per- 
haps it  is  this  :  That  the  separation  you  have  now 
experienced  may  be  your  only  separation,  and  that 
the  coming  day  of  your  death,  and  of  judgment, 
may  witness  a  reunion  in  heaven.  In  no  other 
way,  however,  can  this  be  realized  but  by  this 
heartfelt  resolution,  fulfilled  in  the  life  and  conduct ; 
— Spirit  of  my  sister  and  of  my  mother,  thy  people 
shall  be  my  people,  and  thy  God  my  God ! 
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To  the  young  in  this  congregation,  God  calls 
with  a  solemn  and  affecting  voice  :  *'  Remember 
now  thj  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth."  If 
voices  from  heaven  could  reach  you  in  this  house, 
to  many  of  you  the  familiar  tones  of  a  departed 
friend  would  say,  '  Let  my  people  become  your 
people,  and  my  God  your  God.'  By  the  voice  of 
the  preacher,  they  make  this  call  in  your  ears. 
Give  such  decided  answer  as  will  add  to  their  joy, 
and  be  the  means,  in  your  subsequent  conduct,  of 
restoring  you  for  ever  to  their  love. 

Sad  and  solemn  as  are  the  scenes  of  death  and 
burial,  other  scenes  are  coming,  of  more  affecting 
interest,  and  of  deeper  personal  concern.  The  hour 
of  your  death,  of  your  entrance  into  the  world  of 
spirits,  of  meeting  God,  and  of  your  doom,  draws 
nigh.  Seeing  that  ye  look  for  such  things,  give 
diligence  that  ye  be  found  of  them  in  peace.  Let 
not  the  prayers  and  tears  of  friends  now  departed, 
witness  against  you  in  the  day  of  final  trial.  May 
you  remember  and  recount  these  scenes  of  present 
suffering,  at  last,  in  the  society  of  the  once  lost, 
and  found ; — their  people  be  yours,  and  their  God 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes. 


